Fantas

SURREAL AND ETHEREAL EMBRAC!
I MNARNCY ANGERMEYER IMAGES

By CHERIE THIESSEN
Image photes by Mancy Angermeyes
Angermiever porirait ':l]- Shari Macdonald

“I like In’l:rfng Imagine photographs of a voung child's face, a
S.FTI'HS inthe nebilons r-l;:lul. K ||.':||||'l.| N MOYLIent, a wWomans
h profile justaposed with a Greek statue
sunnse. The Mot mere |'I|-.lll.'..:|.||-|'|~ Fruae Images |l|||||-.'.| O
camera gives fine rag paper with pigment-based Inks in a process
e @ Feasen o called ghelée, from the Feench verk meankng "o
st and be there §pray” or "o squin.”

_II"{J.r a5 H}ﬁg a5 The lntermet ency |n|l-.\.1|.| W I|n.||ll.l.|_|.|. defines i

[he vse of the Ink-fet printing process for making

I want. fine art out of large-format digical images with & re-
Mancy sulting printer ourpur using Gade-resistant dye i pli-
AMNCERMEYER ment-based inks. Developed in the 1990s, the process

couldn’t come too soon for this Saturna anbse
As her webslte defines i "Recent photograpls are

digirally layvered, preserving the nances of form,
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rextwie, light and color, Emerging lmages
often surresl and myvstertous, exemplify the
himian spiric”
tancy has always used her camera as a
tool, taking photos of scenes and olyjects
shie wanted o palnt and later expanding
tlaem Tnbo hoge paintings. B It gt o
the point where they were just too hard for
me Lo s ueere Ol [ decided 1 would juasl
quickly palnt on top of my photogrephs, and
by the end of that frese day
| had padnted 12 pletures. | “I was skill
wirs sl frastrated with size,

frustrated
horerever, and was wonder- :
ing iF 1 should ger a Large- with size,
format camera and o blgges however, and
darkroom when glclée prine was wondering
started coming out” [Ir'f Shﬂﬂlld :EEI

She has also alwavs been

heavily Influenced by surre- a fﬂr’gﬁ-ﬁ)rﬁjﬂl
alisrm and fns arclsts, palni- E.ﬂmﬁrﬂ.ﬂﬂd
ers lke Man Fay and Bend i bFEEI.?-l"
Magritte, loving the contras darkromm
of unrelated objects that when gllﬂlléﬁ

question the existence of

prints started

cach other. The human fguwre ; =
CORminE QUL

cimbedded in matuwral, archi-
rectural or sculprural bnagery
wirs often her foous, the resonance between
them creating the Impresgon of a Bitting mo-
ment, an lusion.

Like many creative people. Mancy doesn'
ik v b the cemtre of attentlon; at an exhibh
of her work, she prefers to be Incognito, an ar-

tlatie {1y on the wall listening to what people
<ay and per h.||l-- even golng so far as to AfHpear
i visitor hersell, asking people around hed
wihat they think, With almost 20 exhibivicns,
shie's had lots of practice.

What she also prefers |s to live In an aerle
with expansive vistas of sea, sunsets amd
sunrises A devorée of seclusion and peace, she

fell im lowe with a S55-acre Saturna rikdge and

in P98 began budlding her own “off-Che-grid”
solar and wIJ|.|-|r:l'.-'.l. red home there, coim-
plete with massmve stone Neeplace. Three years
laver, she moved Inand then five years Bater
she met her partner, Bichard Blaghome, an
architect previously from Salt Spring lsland.
Fbchard destgned an addition o her bome,
annd that's where her spackous, light-flled soe-
dbo bs movw located, complete with darkroom.

I 1980, Angermeyer came o Canada From
Kentucky where she had been studving an
and photedraply.

‘Kentucky 1s really a beautlful place and [
lowed the horses, narrow willow-lned country

Above: Anper-
merper's ‘Fugue.
Ledi: Pholo frarn
a Saturri sunrige
SEfIEs.
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'F.pinnlng; Weh,
and the artisd
barsell, as phota
graphed by Shar
Iacdonald of
Salt Spring.

Spring 20y — ACQLUA - Page



GCALLEONS LAP
EXHIBIT

he sxhibie af
works by Mancy
Angermeyer runs
at Galleans Lap
Phatography Atelier-Callery
at 1603 Park Divive In Ganges
on Salt Spring Island from
Friday, March 30 through
Saturday, April 14
Mancy and Galleons
proprietar Seth Berkowitz
invite guests to the opening
receplion from 5-8 pom. on
March 3.
The galbery will be
open Wednesdays threugh
Saturdays, 11 am. te g pm.,
of ather days by appoint-

ment or chance,

lanes, gardens, bluegrass festivals and hot balmy
surmmers, [0 there | became aware of Clarence John
Laughlin and his haunting Mew Creans graveyvard
photographs”

Enivially she came to B.C. o visic one of her three
sleters, who was living on the Sunshine Coast. She
mibght lsave settled there, but recalls, "When | was
in Robers Creek and often looking up twowards the
soaith, there always seemed to be this patch of blue,
and I'd say, How compe it's ralnlng here and Ics
sunny hered”

Sieshe carme to check ot the Gull Islands and
staed.

With expansive views down Plumper sound and
across 0o Moith Pender, <he 15 able 1o see both
sunrlse and sonset. home of her photos attest 1o the
magnificence of this daily rioaal

1 like paking shots in the sunrse. The camera
Hives me a reason to sit and be there for as long as
[ wane”

[ want 1o know about one partoular work, that
strikdng profile of a woman beskde o classlc scalp-
e, and Mancy tells me that when she was much
voinger and recovering from a potentially fatal ill-
ness, she spent some tme in Cuoba.

“That photo actually ks inoa cemetery there. |
started goling to cemeteries and gettlng very morhid



Ahowe right;
“hadiow-
dance.’
Pressticais
pages
Cine of the
wanderful
wild goats
of Saturna
Islamd

and fell In love with those sculptures — the angels, for
example. This would have been In 1976, | started col-
lecuing mannequing and taking them to the cemetery
to photograph them in the graveyard amd souff like
that amd one thime | was driving up with a mannequin
im the back seat of my car and the undemaker looked
at me like ‘what are you — a grave robbes?”

What Mancy lsm't abways so keen on ks the rarketing
agpect of art, gentlng out there and dolng the hustle.
But she does I she knows she has to, She wses the
Interner, e-malls, phones and puts on her armour o hit
a few pallerles.

"Bait you can't do |t for many thmes in a row. Then
youl have to build up agaln. You just have to think,
Okay, whars the worst thing that's golng to happen
here? YouTe golng to get turmed down, They're really
nol golng to like youw S0 That questlon has really
helped me. | get strength from kooking at my work. |
veally like i

Haunting, evocatlve, ethereal and sometimes eerie,
s o [

You can view some of this antlst's work at her
weballe www.nancyangermeyer.com, at the Fran Willis
Conternporary Art Gallery In Victorla or at her March
30-April 14 exhibit at Galleons Lap Atelier-Gallery on
hale Spring [sland.




